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Durango 
Programmatic 
Hazardous Fuels 
Project

Project Area:  All BLM lands within La Plata 
County (22,027 acres)

5,800 acres available for treatment

5,638 acres previously approved for treatment 
2001-2012 (18 decisions)

Full toolbox:  Prescribed Fire, mechanical, 
manual, chemical and seeding

10-year plan with positive scoping comments







Animas City Mountain
Past fuel treatments
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Previous Fuel 
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Animas City Mountain
What is the project?



Animas City 
Mountain

Prescribed Fire



Animas City 
Mountain 
Burn Units 

Durango View



Animas City 
Mountain RX 
Units



Prepping trails 
for burn 
holding lines









ACM RX Burning Benefits

Open wildlife corridors and improve habitat; resprout Gambel oak to be more 
palatable for wildlife; regeneration of native grasses and forbs; breaking down 

vegetation litter to add more nutrients to the soil



Animas City Mountain
Wildlife Closures

Peregrine Falcon/Raptor Nesting
takes out Units 1 & 2 in Spring

Elk Closure
Dec. 1 – April 15



ACM RX 
Spring Burn 

Window 

April 16 – May 15

Units 1 & 2 will not be burned in the Spring, 
due to Peregrine Falcon/Raptor Nesting.



Smoke 
Permit & 
Monitoring

Colorado 
Dept. of Public 
Health & 
Environment 
Air Quality



• RX Burn planned in Fall or 
Spring for low severity 
burning

• Start igniting early in the day, 
stop early evening

• CO State Smoke Permit 
guidelines on best air quality 
burn window

• Smoke Monitors located 
within Durango area, many 
are permanent

• Previous fuels treatment 
reduced some of large dense 
understory



Past Public Outreach

• Scoping/Public Comment Durango Hazardous Fuels Project EA
• InciWeb page – Animas City Mountain Prescribed Burn
• Facebook & Twitter - BLM Colorado and Southwest District
• News Releases
• Open House, Presentations, RMRI & Four Rivers Collaborations 
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